
Benefits paid to survivors of deceased members. 

Sec. 3309.45. In lieu of accepting the payment of the accunlulated 
account of a member who dies subsequent to June 14, 1951, and hefore 
retirement as provided in division (A)  of section 3309.44 of the Revised 
Code, the surviving spouse if non~inated as a sole beneficiary, or a certain 
other survivor if nominated as sole beneficiary and receiving at least one- 
half of liis support from the member at his death, may elect to forfeit such 
payment and to substitute certain other benefits either under division ( A )  
or division ( B )  of this section. If benefits are paid under division ( A )  
of this section, the accumulated account and the reserve from the *** 
employers' tl-tcst fund shall be transferred as provided in section 3309.60 
of the Revised Code. If henefits are paid under division (B) of this sec- 
tion, the accumulated account of the deceased member shall be transferred 
to the survivors' benefit fund. 

( A )  If the deceased member was eligible for a superannuation or 
commuted superannuation retirement allowance as provided in sections 
3309.36 and 3309.38 of the Revised Code, such nominated beneficiary 
may elect to receive a retirement allowance coinputed as the joint survivor 
allowance designated as option 1 in section 3309.46 of the Revised Code, 
which the member would have recei\.ed had, he retired as of the last day 
of the month of death and had he at that time selected said joint survivor 
plan, and such payment shall begin with the subsequent month; 

(13) If the deceased member had at least five years of contributing 
service credit, with at least one-fourth year of contributing service credit 
within the two years prior to the date of death, or was receiving at the 
time of death a disability retireinent allowance as provided in section 
3309.40 of the Revised Code, certain designated beneficiaries may elect 
to receive monthly payments provided they also meet the following 
requirements : 

(1) A surviving spouse sixty-five years of age, married to the 1 1  

member at least three years, and not remarried subsequent to tile member's 
death, shall be paid fifty dollars per month. Such spousc may qualify for , '~ 
this benefit in addition to any payinents received as provided by division I 

(B)  (3) of this section. Such spouse shall not receive this benefit while , 
receiving benefits under division (B)  (2) or (B)  (3)  of this section. 
. . - - 

(2)  A surviving spouse, fifty or more years of age, receiving at least 
one-halt of his support froin the member at the time of the member's 
death, marrietl to the ine~nl~er at least three years and not reinarried sub- 
sequent to the member's death shall be paid fifty tlollars per month if the 
deceased nien~ber hat1 fifteen or more years of service credit at the time of 
death. Such spouse may qualify for tl~is benefit in addition to any payments 
received as provided in tlivision (13) (3)  of this section. Such dependent 
shall not receive this benefit while receiviiig benefits under (13) (3) of this 
section. 

(3 )  A surviving \vitlow, or a dependent widower receiving at least 
one-half of liis support from the member at the time of the member's death, 
wlio has the care of unmarried chiltlren of the deceased member under , 
eighteen years of age, or any other progeny of the deceased member ad- 
judged physically or nientally incompetent by a probate court in this state, 
shall be paid one Iliindred dollars per month for such time as such children 
or progeny are in his care. If the 1)enefcia~y taking under the provisions 
of this tlivision ~lznrries or dies *** while having the care of such unmarried 
children under eighteen years of age, then benefits shall be paid such , 
childrcn a s  follo~vs : 

( a )  Oiie chiltl shall be paid fifty dollars per month. 

(b)  Two or illore children shall be paid a total of one hundred dollars 
per 111011th which shall be divided equally between or among them. 

(4) An unmarried child of the deceased inember under eighteen 
years of age shall l ~ e  paid fifty dollars per month. If such child elects to 
take ~lncler this division and there are one or more other unmarried children 
of the deceased member under eighteen years of age, there shall be paid a , 
total amoullt of one hundred dollars per inonth which shall be divided 
equally between or among all such qualified children. 

(5)  A dependent parent if at least sixty-five years of age who does 
not reliiarry subsequent to the member's death shall be paid fifty dollars 
per month. If such parent elects to take under this division and if the 
other parent of the member is a dependent at least sixty-five years of age 
wlio has not remarried subsequent to the member's death, such other parent 
shall also be paid fifty dollars per month. 

Benefits to such designated beneficiaries shall be payable the month 
subsequent to the death of the ~nenlber and shall be terminated at death, 
at marriage or remarriage, up or^ attair~nzent of age eighteen by the Y O I I P I ~ -  
est cl~ild of tlre deceased nlencber, except an incompetent progeny of the : 
drceased ?ilencber, zulzel-e the sul-wivor had qualified under division ( B )  (3) 
of this section, or i f  payable to a child, upon his adoption, death, marriage, 
or upon his attaining eighteen years of age. The term "child" includes a 1 
legally adopted child. I 
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Tlie beneficiary of a member who is also a member of the public em- 
ployees retirenient system or the state teachers retirement system shall 
forfeit to the sc11001 employees retirement system the accun~ulated accounts 
in such other systenis in order to qualify for the survivor benefits provided 
in this section, which shall be paid by the school employees retirement 
system only in the event the member had the greatest number of years of 
service credit in the school employees retirement system. 

I3owever, ii a ~nenlbcr dies on and after the taking effect of this act 
the provisiol~s of division (B)  of this section shall be subject to the follow- 
ing csccptions : 

. . - - s - -  ~. 
- 1 

The school emplojees retirement board shall fornlulate and adopt tlie 
necessary r111es and regulatiol~s for the administration of this sectioli and its , 
tlccisions slinll be final. I n  addition to tlie forfeited accunlulated account 
tra11srer1-ed to tlic survivors' 1~c11cfit fund, the estimated funds requlred for 
tlie ~nylnent of cicpcndcnt survivor's benelits shall be collected from em- 
ployers bnscd ul~on a rate wliicll sllall become a part of the employers' 
*** contribution rate and deposited in the survivors' benefit fund from 
wllich all such benefits shall be paid. 

, 

(1) If the deccasetl nleliiber had completed three or more years of 
service credit with at least one-fourtll year within the two years prior to 
death, or was receiving at the time of death a disability retirement allow- 
ance as provided in section 3309.40 of the Revised Code, his beneficiaries 
shall qualify for the benefits set forth in division (B)  ( I ) ,  (B)  (3) ,  (13) 
(4 ) ,  and (B)  ( S ) ,  and, tlie monthly benefits set forth in division (B)  ( I ) ,  , 
(13) (3) ,  (B)  (4) ,  and (B) (5)  shall be increased fifty per cent. 

(2) If the deceased nlei~lber had conlpleted fifteen or more years of 
serrice credit (a )  wit11 at least one-fourth year within the two years prior , 
to death or (b) receiving at the time of death a disability retirement allow- 
ance as provided in section 3309.40 of the Revised Code, the monthly 
benefit set forth in division (B)  (2) shall be increased one hundred per 
cent. 

~ 


