
Benefits paid to survivors of deceased members. 
I 
I Sec. 145.45. In   lie^^ of accepting the payment of the accumulated ; 

contributions of a member who dies before superannuation or commuted j 
superannuation retirement, a survivor, if clesignated as a sole beneficiary, 
may elect to forfeit the accumulated contributions and to substitute certain 
other benefits either under division ( A )  or division ( B )  of this section. 

(A)  If the deceased member was eligible for a superannuation or 
commuted superannuation retirement allowance as provided in sections 
145.33 and 145.34 of the Revised Code, a surviving spouse, or other sole 
dependent designated beneficiary, may elect to receive a monthly benefit 
computed as the joint-survivor allowance designated as Option 1 in 
section 145.46 of the Revised Code, whicl~ the member would have re- 
ceived had lie retired as of the last day of the month of death and had 
lie at that tiine selected sucli joint-survivor plan. Payment shall begin 
with the month subsequent to tlie rnen1l)er's death. 

(B)  If the deceased nleinber had a t  least one and one-half years 
of contributing service credit, nritli at  least one-quarter year of contribut- 
ing service credit within the two years prior to the date of death, or was 
receiving a t  the time of death a disability retirement allowance as pro- 
vided in section 145.36 of tlie Revised Code, certain designated bene- 
ficiaries may elect to receive monthly benefits, provided they meet the 
following requirements : 

(1) A widow sixty-two years of age, or a widower sixty-five years 
oi age, married to the niember at least three years, and not remarried s11i)- 
sequent to tlle memher's death, shall be paid ninety dollars per month or a 
mo~~thly amount wliicli on an annual basis shall not exceed seventy-five 
per cent of the member's earnings during Iiis last twelve calendar nionths of 
cml)loyment as a member, whichever is the lesser ; provided, however, that 
tile benefit payable under this paragraph shall not be less than seventy-five 
tlollnrs per month. Such benefits shall be payable the mo~itli subsequent to 
;lie death of the niember, or thereafter upon attainment of the age require- 
r~icl~t by the beneficiary. Sucli benefit shall terminate upon the remarriage 
or tleath of sucli beneficiary. Such spouse may qualify for this benefit in 
ntltlitiotl to any payments received as provided by division (13) (3) of this 
scction, but such spouse sltall not receive the benefit provided by this para- 

, graph while receiving benefits under divisions (B)  (2) or (E)  (3) of this 
section. 

(2) A widow, or a dependent widower, fifty or more years of age, 
married to the me~nber at  least three years, and not remarried subsequent 
to the member's death, shall be paid one l~undred dollars per montll, 
i f  the deceased mcml>er had fifteen or more years of service credit at  the 
tiliie of death. Such 1)enefit shall be payable the month sul~serluent to the 
death of the meniber, or thereafter upon attainment of age fifty by the 
beneficiary. Sucli benefit shall terminate upon the remarriage or death 
of such beneficiary. Such widow or dependent widower may qualify for 
this benefit in acldition to any payniellts rcceived as provided by divisioli 
( B )  (3 )  of this section, hut such widow, or dependent widower, shall 
not receive tlie benefit provided by this paragraph tvliile receiving benefits 
under division ( B )  ( 3 )  of this section. 

,- (3)  A widow, or a dependent widower, \vl~o had the care of 
unmarried children of the deceased member under eighteen years of age, 
or who had the care of any other financially dependent progeny of the , 
deceased member, regardless of age, adjudged physically or mentally 
incompetent by a probate court in Ohio, shall be paid as follows: 

( a )  Having one such child one hundred and eighty dollars per month 
or a monthly amount which on an annual basis shall not exceed seventy-five 
per cent of the member's earnings during his last twelve calendar months 
of eniploynient as a men~ber, whichever is the lesser; provided, however, 
that tlie benefit payable under this paragraph shall not be less than one 
hundred and fifty dollars per month. 

( b )  Having two or more such children, two hundred and thirty 
dollars per month or a monthly amount which on an annual basis shall 
not exceed s~venty-five per cent of the member's earnings during his last 
twelve calendar months of employment as a member, whichever is the 
lesser; provided, however, that the benefit payable under this paragraph 
shall not be less than one hundred and fifty dollars per month. 

(c)  Benefits payable upcler the above paragraphs ( a )  and (b )  shall 
coliinience with the month subsequent to the death of the member. Such 
benefits shall terminate upon the death or remarriage of the beneficiary; 
or when such children are no longer in the care of the beneficiary; or 
upon the attainment of age eighteen by the yourlgest child, except a 
financially dependelit incompetent progeny. After all but one child have 
attained age eighteen, the benefit shall be reduced to that payable under 
paragraph ( a )  of this division. 

( d )  If the beneficiary taking under the provisions of the above 
paragraphs (a) and ( b )  remarries or d k ,  while having the care of 
sucli unmarried children under eighteen years of age, or while having the I 

care of such financially dependent incompetent progeny, then benefits 
shall be paid such children in tlie amounts provided under division (B) (4) 
of this section. I 

(4 )  ( a )  One dependent unmarried child of the deceased member , 
under elghteen years of age, or a finalicially dependelit incompetent progeny 
at any age, shall be paid ninety dollars per month or a monthly 
amount, wliich 011 a a  annual basis shall not exceed seventy-five per cent 
of the rne11.1ber's earnings during his last twelve calendar months of , 



I 
ii~cludcs a cliild of the deceased born sul1scr4uent to the death of the mem- 
ber, and such hctieGt shall commellce with the month suhserluent to the 
birth of such cliild. 

(D) For the purposes of this section, a dcpcntlcnt widower, ]xirent, 
child, or Iinancinlly del)cntlcnt itlcoml~ctcllt progeliy is dcfinetl as one who 
was rcccivitig nt least one-hnli s11l)port from the meml~er during the twelve- 1 
inoiltll pcriod immedintcly preccdi~~g the member's death. I 

(E )  If bellelits are paid under this section, the accumulated account 
of the deceased n~cn-rl)cr shall be transferred to the survivors' benefit fund, I 

and the estimated additional funds rccluired for the payment of survivors' , 
benefits shall be collcctecl iron1 employers based upon a rate which shall 
become a part of the e~nployer's contril~ution rate and deposited in the 
"SLII'V~VOSY' benefit fui~cl," 

(F) The beneficiary of a member who is also a member of the 
public scllool enlployees retirement system or the state teachers , 

' retiretneilt system shall forfeit the men~ber's accumuIated contributions if 
he elects to receive a benefit as provicled in this section. Total conttibutions 
and service credit in all the retirement systems shall be used in determining 1 

the eligibility for, and amount of, such benefit. Determination and payment 1 

of such benefit shall be governed by the provisions of section 145.37 of the 
Revised Code and, in no event, shall the beneficiary be permitted to draw 
such benefits separately from more than one system. I 

( G )  If the survivor benefit due and paid uncler the provisions of this 
section is in a total amount less than the accumulated contributions standing 
to the credit of the member at the time of his death, then the difference be- 
tween the total amount of the benefit paid and the accumulated contributions , 
shall be paid to the estate of the beneficiary last receiving a benefit under , 
this section. I 

(H) The public employees retirement board shall formulate and 1 

adopt the necessary rules and regulations for the administration of this ' 
section and its decisions shall be final. 1 

* 

cll,l~~o! ~ n c ~ l t  as a mc~iil~er, \r~lliclevcr is tile lcsser ; provided, however, that 1 
5ucll   fit^ s l ~ ; ~ l l  11ot be less thml scvctity-five dollars per month. I 

(1,) l i  bucll cliiltl, 1)s liis gunrtli;~~l, clects to taltc untler the above 
i17r.1x1;11)11 ( a ) ,  alltl tlicrc i \  a~lotllcr tlcpcntlcilt ~i~lrnarsictl child of tlie rTe- 
cl.nccti Inc~llil~cr u~~ t l c r  cigl~tct,l~ yc:~r,s of age, or a finn~icially tlcl)endcnt in- 
c~nlpctult pr.ogc~y at ally ;qc, 11ic1.e b11all I)e paid a total amount of one 
ilullrlretI fifty dollars per month or a monthly amount which on an annual i 

ilnsis sIlall not cxcecd seventy-five per cent of the n~en~ber 's  earnings 
tlLlrillg llis last twelve calendar tnot~ths of etuploymel~t as a member, 
\yliiclieyer is tlic lesser ; provitletl, however, that such benefit shall not be 
less than one htuntlretl and fifty dollars per month. Such benefit shall be 
divided equally between the cl~iltlren. 

(c) If such child, by his guardian, elects to take under the above 
l~uagrq)h  ( a ) ,  ant1 there are two or more other dependent children of the 
(lcceased mcniber under eighteen years of age, or one other such child and a , 
fillar~cially del~el~tlent ilicolnl~e~~tent progeny at any age, there shall be paid 
a total amount of two hundred and ten dollars per month or a n~onthly ' 
nmount, \vhich on an annual basis shall not exceed seventy-five per cent of 
the inember's earnings during his last twelve calendar months of employ- 
nle~it as a member, whichever is the lesser; provided, however, that such 
bellefit sllall not be less than one liunclrecl and fifty dollars per nlontl~. Such 
I~encfit shall be divided equally among all such qualified children. 

(d) Benefits payable under the above pa~agraphs ( a ) ,  (b) ,  and (c) 
shall comn~ence with the month subsecluent to the death of the member, or, 
if payable by reason of the death or remarriage of a beneficiary who re- 
ceived benefits under division ( B )  (3)  of this section, commencing the 
montll subsequent to such death or remarriage. Such benefit shall terminate 
\\.it11 respect to any child upon his adoption, death, marriage, or upon his 
attaining eighteen years of age, except a financially dependent incompetent 
progeny. 

I 
( 5 )  A dependent parent sixty-five or more years of age, and who , 

tloes not remarry subsequent to the men~ber's death, shall be paid 

SECYIOX 2. That existirig sections 145.01, 145.33, 145.ii3, 145.05, 
115.11, 145.23, 145.28, 145.29, 145.291, 145.30, 145.32, 145.33, 115.34. 
145.35, 145.36, 145.37, 145.351, 145.39, 145.40, 145.41, 145.43, I45.M, 
145.45 145.46, 145.47, 145.51, 145.54, 145.561, 3307.01, 3307.03, 3307.07, 
373728, 3307.31, 3307.33, 3307.39, 3307.40, 3307.41, 3307.43, 3307,43, 
3307.4-1, 3307.48, 3307.49, 3307.51, 3303.31, 3309.02, 3309.07, 3203.20, 
32439.21. 3309.23. 3309.25, 3309.27, 3309.28, 3303.30. 3309.31, 3309.32, 

ninety dollars per month or a mot~thly amount whicl~ on an annual basis 
shall not exceed seventy-five per cent of the member's earnings during his 
last twelve calendar n1ont21s of employment as a member, whichever is the 
lesser; provided, however, that such benefit shall not.be less than seventy- 
five dollars per month. If such parent elects to take under this paragraph 
and if the other parent of the member also meets the qualifications of this 
paragraph, such other parent shall also be paid the amount provided in 

..-- - -- 

3309.34, 3309.341, 3309.35, 3309.36, 3309.37, 3309:;~. 3309.39. 3309.40, 
3309.41, 3309.42, 3309.43, 3309..1?, 3309.45, 3309.46, 33199.17, 3339.56, 
3309.69, 3309.61, 3309.62, 3309.661, and 3309.67 of t'-e Xciisecl Code 
and sectioo5;07.0~0f the Revised Critle as enacted h)- :!;: A x e r i c d  I-Ioilie 
Eill No. 20 , passed May 7, 1959, apgrol-ed Nay 13 1'159, znd filed in 
the office of the secretary of state 11ay 1.5. 1959, are l~c:e;~> repe;tlvl. 

1 

1 

this paragraph. Such benefit shall commence with the month subsequent 
to the death of the member, or thereafter up011 attainment of age sixty-five 
1)y the beneficiary. Such benefit shall terminate upon the remarriage or 
death of the beneficiary. 

(C) The term "child" as used in this section includes a legally 
atlopted child. If legal proceedings for adoption had been initiated prior to 
the time of the member's death, the beneficiary shall qualify for the monthly 
I~cnefit notwithstanding tlle fact that the final decree of adoption, adjudging 
tlie surviving spouse as the adoptive parent, is made subsequent to the 
death of the member, and such benefit shall conlmence with the month I 

subsequent to the final decree. The term "child" as used in this section 



SECTIOY 3 .4ny menilxi-. eligil~le fnr :ill). of tile retircme~it n!lo-V- 
anccs or other henefits provideti in  Chapters 13.5 , 3307., and 330'3. of tile 
Revised Code as of June 30. 1959, or July 1 ,  1959, ant1 ~ v h o  terminated 
his public service during tlie r::onth of June. 1953, hut (lid not file an 
application ior retirement, ma:, file, as provided by law, during the mollti1 
of July, 1959, and shall be eligihle for retiremei~t as of June 30, 1939, or 
July 1. 1959, and such allo\vances or benefits shall be payal~le frorn ant1 
after July 1, 1959, and any such member or any meml~er retiring eon June 30, 
1959, or  July 1, 1959, voluntarilj or otl~ernise,  sl~all lJe eligihle for nllo~s- 
ances or benefits as coniputecl under the pi-ovisions of thiq act. 


