Sec. 3309.44. (A) As used in this section AND IN SECTION 3309.45
OF THE REVISED CODE:

(1) “Bependent ekitd CHILD” ise <ehild defined in seetion

: dependent
330046 of the Revised Cede MEANS A BIOLOGICAL OR LEGALLY

ADOPTED CHILD OF A DECEASED MEMBER. IF A COURT
HEARING FOR AN INTERLOCUTORY DECREE FOR ADOPTION
WAS HELD PRIOR TO THE MEMBER’S DEATH, “CHILD” IN-
CLUDES THE CHILD WHO WAS THE SUBJECT OF THE HEAR-
ING NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT THAT THE FINAL DE-
CREE OF ADOPTION, ADJUDGING THE SURVIVING SPOUSE AS
THE ADOPTIVE PARENT, ISMADE SUBSEQUENT TO THE MEM-
BER'SDEATH.

(2) “Dependent parent PARENT"” is a percon whe is & dependent
p&ren%feréhep&rpoeeeefsee&ieﬂ%@%ef&ekeﬁeed%e PARENT
ORLEGALLY ADOPTIVE PARENT OF ADECEASED MEMBER.

(3) “DEPENDENT” MEANS A BENEFICIARY WHO RE-
CEIVES ONE-HALF OF THE BENEFICIARY'S SUPPORT FROM A
MEMBER DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS PRIOR TO THE MEM-
BER'SDEATH.

(4) “SURVIVING SPOUSE” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO
ESTABLISHES A VALID MARRIAGE TO A MEMBER AT THE
TIME OF THE MEMBER’S DEATH BY MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
OR PURSUANT TO DIVISION (E) OF THISSECTION.

(5) “SURVIVOR” MEANS A SURVIVING SPOUSE, CHILD, OR
PARENT.

(B) Sheuld EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION (C)1) OF
SECTION 3309.45 OF THE REVISED CODE, SHOULD a member die
before service or commuted service retirement, his THE MEMBER'S
accumulated contributions AND ANY AMOUNTS OWED AND UN-
PAID TO A DISABILITY BENEFIT RECIPIENT shall be paid to such
beneficiaries as ke THE MEMBER has designated in writing on a form
provided by the school employees retirement board, signed by kiss THE
MEMBER and filed with the board prior to his death. The last designation
of any beneficiary revokes all previous designations. The member’s mar-
riage, divorce, legal dissolution, legal separation, or withdrawal of ac-
count, or the birth of his THE MEMBER'S child, or kis THE MEMBER’S
adoption of a child, constitutes an automatic revocation of ks THE
MEMBER’S last designation. If a deceased member was also a member of
the public employees retirement system or the state teachers retirement
system, the beneficiary last established among the systems shall be the
sole beneficiary in all the systems.

If the accumulated contributions of a deceased member are not
claimed by a beneficiary, or by the estate of the deceased member, within
ten years, they shall be transferred to the giarantee fund and thereafter
paid to such beneficiary or to the member’s estate upon application to the
board. The board shall formulate and adopt rules governing all designa-
tions of beneficiaries.
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(C) ¥ EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN DIVISION -
&N 3309.45 Otlzd'I'HE 'REVI.SED CODE, IF a memg)cei‘(lgigstsegge

ce or commuted service retirement and is not survived nominat-
ed I_)ESIGNATED beneficiary, any sarvivers BENEFIC?XIa{IES shall
qualify es benefieiaries , in the following order of precedence, with all
attendant rights and privileges: :

(1)Speuse SURVIVING SPOUSE;

(2) ¥eungest dependent ehild of & member if such ehild eleets to take

and the total amount of surviver benefits peyable to all dependent ehildren
of the member by sueh eleetion exeeeds the ameunt of the accumulated
aeeea(s;ezbjee&%erefeaé:

4 finaneially dependent incompetent progeny of the member.
presaded the ineompetent progeny eleets to tale & surviver benefit ande;
divisien (B) of seetion 330046 of the Revioed Code:

@(C;;ilﬁen shz(lire and share alike; '

dependent parent efa member WHO IS AGE SIXTY-F
OR OLDER, if that parent eleets to teke TAKES survivor benefits uxlu‘i]g-
division (B) of section 3309.45 of the Revised Code;

{6)(4) Parents, share and share alike;

€A (5) Estate.

Any payment made to a beneficiary as determined by the school
employees retirement board shall be a full dis

e o poard charge and release to the

(D) Any amount due any person, as an annuitant receiving a monthly
service or commuted service retirement allowance or benefit, and unpaid
to him THE ANNUITANT at his death, shall be paid to the beneficiary
designated in writing on a form provided by the retirement board, signed
by the annuitant and filed with the board. If no such designation has been
filed, or if the designated beneficiary is deceased or is not located within
mngty %?659, such amount shall be paid, except as otherwise provided in
:oei }:gr;nn " t:nstzf the Revised Code, in the following order of precedence

(1) Surviving spouse;

(2) Children, share and share alike;

(3) Parents, share and share alike;

(4) Estate.

_For the purpose of this division, an “ annuitant” is the las
received a monthly allowance or benefit pursuant to theeplant g?;sa?m‘zzg
selected by the retirant or designated by this chapter. Such payment shall
be a full discharge and release to the board from any future claim for such
payment.

(E) If the validity of marriage cannot be established to th i i
of the rgtiremgnt board for the purpose of disbursingt:xfye;a;lgtslflatcgzg
under this section or section 3309.45 of the Revised Code, the retirement
board.may accept a decision rendered by a court having jurisdiction in the
state in which the member was domiciled at the time of death that the
relationship constituted a valid marriage at the time of death, or the
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“spouse” would have the same status as a widow or widower for purposes
of sharing in the distribution of the member’s intestate personal property.

(F) If any amount due under this ccetion i payable to & berefietary
whe hao been found guilty by & eowrt of law of felonicunly eontributing to
‘the death of the memben; then such peyment shalinot THE DEATH OF A
MEMBER IS CAUSED BY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BENEFI-
CIARIES, NO AMOUNT DUE UNDER THIS CHAPTER TO THE
BENEFICIARY SHALL be paid to suek THE beneficiary in the absence
of a court order to the contrary filed with the retirement board:

(1) A BENEFICIARY WHO IS CONVICTED OF, PLEADS
GUILTY TO, OR ISFOUND NOT GUILTY BY REASON OF INSAN-
ITY OF A VIOLATION OF OR COMPLICITY IN THE VIOLATION
OF EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING:

(a) SECTION 2903.01, 2903.02, OR 2903.03 OF THE REVISED
CODE;

(b) AN EXISTING OR FORMER LAW OF ANY OTHER STATE,
THE UNITED STATES, OR A FOREIGN NATION THAT IS SUB-
STANTIALLY EQUIVALENT TO SECTION 2903.01, 2903.02, OR
2903.03 OF THE REVISED CODE;

(2) ABENEFICIARY WHO IS INDICTED FOR A VIOLATION
OF OR COMPLICITY IN THE VIOLATION OF THE SECTIONS OR
LAWS DESCRIBED IN DIVISION (FX1Xa) OR (b) OF THIS SEC-
TION AND ISADJUDICATED INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL;

(3) ABENEFICIARY WHO IS AJUVENILE FOUND TOBE A
DELINQUENT CHILD BY REASON OF COMMITTING AN ACT
THAT, IF COMMITTED BY AN ADULT, WOULD BE A VIOLATION
OF OR COMPLICITY IN THE VIOLATION OF THE SECTIONS OR
LiAWS DESCRIBED IN DIVISION (F)(1xa) OR (b) OF THIS SEC-
TION.

SECTION 8. As used in this section, “member” means a member of the
Public Employees Retirement System, School Employees Retirement
System, or State Teachers Retirement System.

The amendments to sections 145.43, 145.45, 3307.48, 3307.49,
3309.44, and 3309.45 of the Revised Code by this act shall apply w1th
regard to members whose deaths oceur on or after the effective date of this
act.
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