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school  employees  retirement  system,  state  teachers  retirement  system,  or  Cincinnati  retirement 
system. 

(F) A statement that contains information obtained from the system's records that is certified 
and signed by an officer of the retirement system and to which the system's official seal is affixed, or 
copies of the system's records to which the signature and seal are attached, shall be received as true 
copies of the system's records in any court or before any officer of this state. 

(G) The board may maintain records in printed or electronic format. 
Sec. 5505.16. (A) A member of the state highway patrol retirement system who has twenty-

five years of service credit according to the rules adopted by the state highway patrol retirement 
board may make application for a pension retirement which, if the member is under age forty-eight, 
shall be deferred until age forty-eight. 

(B) A member who has twenty years of service credit according to the rules adopted by the 
retirement board, may make application for  a pension  retirement  that, if the member is under age 
fifty-two, shall be deferred until age fifty-two, except that any such member who has attained twenty  
years of service may, on or after attaining age forty-eight but before attaining age fifty-two, elect to  
receive a reduced pension of the greater of nine hundred dollars or an amount computed as follows:

Attained Age Reduced Pension

48 75% of normal service pension

49 80% of normal service pension

50 86% of normal service pension

51 93% of normal service pension

In the case of a member who elects to receive a reduced pension after attaining age forty-
eight, the reduced pension is payable from the later of the date of the member's most recent birthday  
or the date the member becomes eligible to receive the reduced pension.

A member who has elected to receive a reduced pension in accordance with the schedule 
provided in this division and has received a payment in connection therewith may not change the 
election.

(C) Any member who attains the age of sixty years and has twenty years of service credit  
according to the rules adopted by the board, shall file application for retirement with the board, and if  
the member refuses or neglects to do so, the board may deem the member's application to have been  
filed on the member's sixtieth birthday. The member may, upon written application approved by the  
superintendent of the state highway patrol, be continued in service after attaining the age of sixty  
years, but only until the member has accumulated twenty years of service credit in accordance with 
rules adopted by the board.

(D)(1) As used in this division:
(a) "Service in the uniformed services" means the performance of duty on a voluntary or 

involuntary basis in a uniformed service under competent authority and includes active duty, active  
duty for training, initial active duty for training, inactive duty training, full-time national guard duty, 
and a period for which a person is absent from a position of employment for the purpose of an 
examination to determine the fitness of the person to perform any such duty.
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(b) "Uniformed services" of the United States includes both:
(i) Army, navy, air force, marine corps,  coast guard, or any reserve components of these 

services; auxiliary corps as established by congress; army nurse corps; navy nurse corps; service as 
red cross nurse with the army, navy, air force, or hospital service of the United States, or serving full-
time with the American red cross in a combat zone; and such other service as is designated by 
congress as included therein;

(ii) Personnel of the Ohio national guard, the Ohio military reserve, the Ohio naval militia,  
and the reserve components of the armed forces enumerated in division (D)(1) of this section who are  
called to active duty pursuant to an executive order issued by the president of the United States or an  
act of congress.

(2) A member's total service credit may include periods not to exceed a total of seven years,  
while the member's employment with the state highway patrol is or was interrupted due to service in  
the uniformed services of the United States. Such military service shall be credited to the member  
towards total service as provided by this chapter and to the extent approved by the board, provided 
that:

(a) The member is or was honorably discharged from service in the uniformed services;
(b)  The  member  is  or  was  re-employed  by  the  state  highway  patrol  within  ninety  days 

immediately following termination of service in the uniformed services;
(c) The member,  subject to board rules,  pays into the retirement system to the member's 

credit in the employees' savings fund an amount equal to the total contributions the member would  
have paid had state highway patrol employment not been so interrupted. Such payment may be made 
at any time prior to receipt of a pension.

(3) If the member meets the requirements of division (D)(2) of this section, on receipt of  
contributions from the member, the state highway patrol shall be billed for the employer contribution 
that would have been paid pursuant to section 5505.15 of the Revised Code if the member had not 
rendered service in the uniformed services, subject to board rules.

(4)  If  under  division  (D)(2)(c)  of  this  section  a  member  pays  all  or  any  portion  of  the 
contributions later than the lesser of five years or a period that is three times the member's period of  
service in the uniformed services beginning from the member's date of re-employment, an amount 
equal  to  compound  interest  at  a  rate  established  by  the  board  from  the  member's  date  of  re-
employment to the date of payment shall be added to the remaining amount to be paid by the member  
to purchase service credit under this section.

(5) Credit  purchased by a member under division (D)(2) of this  section shall  be used to 
determine  the  member's  eligibility  for  retirement  under  this  section  and  section  5505.17  of  the 
Revised Code.

Sec. 5505.17. (A)(1) Upon retirement as provided in section 5505.16 of the Revised Code, a 
member of the state highway patrol retirement system shall receive a life pension, without guaranty 
or refund, equal to the greater of one thousand fifty dollars or the sum of two and one-half per cent of  
the member's final average salary multiplied by the first twenty years of total service credit, plus two  
and one-quarter per cent of the member's final average salary multiplied by the number of years, and 
fraction of a year, of total service credit in excess of twenty years but not in excess of twenty-five 
years, plus two per cent of the member's final average salary multiplied by the number of years, and 



Am. Sub. H. B. No. 520 131st G.A.
103

retroactive to September 5, 1941. 
(2) The state highway patrol is not required to take action under division (F)(1) of this section 

if  the  retirant  was  dismissed  or  resigned  in  lieu  of  dismissal  for  dishonesty,  misfeasance,  
malfeasance, or conviction of a felony. 

(G) The board shall adopt a rule   to define "law   enforcement officer" for purposes of division   
(F)(1) of this   section, and   may adopt other rules to carry out this section, including rules that specify 
the types of health-care professionals the board may appoint for the purpose of this section. 

Sec. 5505.19. Subject to section 5505.26 of the Revised Code, a member of the state highway 
patrol retirement system who ceases to be an employee of the state highway patrol for any cause 
except death, disability, or retirement, upon application filed in writing with the state highway patrol  
retirement board, shall be paid the accumulated contributions, less interest, standing to the credit of  
the member's individual account in the employees' savings fund. Except as otherwise provided in this  
chapter, five years after a member ceases to be an employee of the patrol any balance of accumulated 
contributions standing to the member's credit in the employees' savings fund shall be transferred to 
the income fund and after  that shall  be paid from that fund to the member,  or in  the case of a 
deceased member or retirant who dies leaving no surviving spouse or dependent children or parents, 
shall be paid from that fund to the estate of the deceased member or retirant, upon application to the 
board. 

A member described in this section who is married at the time of application for payment and  
would be eligible for  age  and service retirement  a   pension payable    under   division (A)(1)    or (2) of   
section 5505.16 or 5505.17 of the Revised Code but for a forfeiture ordered under division (A) or (B)  
of section 2929.192 of the Revised Code shall submit with the application a written statement by the  
member's spouse attesting that the spouse consents to the payment of the member's accumulated 
contributions. Consent shall be valid only if it is signed and witnessed by a notary public. The board  
may waive the requirement of consent if the spouse is incapacitated or cannot be located, or for any 
other reason specified by the board. Consent or waiver is effective only with regard to the spouse 
who is the subject of the consent or waiver.

Sec. 5505.21. Should a member of the state highway patrol retirement system die and no 
pension becomes payable from funds of the system on account of his the member's employment with 
the patrol, his the member's accumulated contributions, less interest, standing to his the member's 
credit  in  the  employees'  savings  fund at  the  time of his death  shall  be  paid to  such  person  the 
beneficiary  or  persons as hebeneficiaries the member has nominated by written designation duly 
executed and filed with the state highway patrol  retirement board.  A member  may    designate an   
individual or a trust as a beneficiary.  If there is no  such  designated  person or persons  beneficiary 
surviving such  the  member, his the member's accumulated contributions shall be paid according to 
the state law of descent and distribution; provided that, if his the member's accumulated contributions 
are not claimed by an eligible person or by the estate of the deceased member within seven years, 
they shall be transferred to the income fund of the system and after that shall be paid from that fund 
to such person or estate upon application to the board.

Sec. 5505.29. The state highway patrol retirement board shall refund the cost of service credit 
restored under section 5505.20 or purchased under division (D) of section 5505.16, division (C) of 
section 5505.17, or section 5505.201, 5505.25, 5505.40, or 5505.402 of the Revised Code to the 
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extent the credit does not, or, in the case of a person who retired or died prior to June 30, 2000, did  
not,  increase  the  pension  provided  to  the  retirant  or  surviving  spouse  under  section  5505.16,  
5505.162, 5505.17, or 5505.18 of the Revised Code. The board shall provide the refund to the retirant 
or surviving spouse or,   if there is no surviving spouse, the beneficiary designated by   the retirant on a   
form provided by the state highway patrol   retirement system. A retirant may designate an individual   
or a   trust as a beneficiary. If there is no surviving spouse or   designated beneficiary, the refund shall   
be provided to the   retirant's estate  . The refund cancels an equivalent amount of service credit.

Sec. 5505.30. On the death of a person who at the time of death is receiving a pension from 
the state highway patrol retirement system under division (A)(1) or (2) of section 5505.17 or section 
5505.18 of the Revised Coderetirant, a lump-sum payment of five thousand dollars shall be paid to 
the retirant's surviving spouse. If or, if there is no surviving spouse, the payment shall be made to the 
beneficiary designated    by the retirant on a form provided by the state highway patrol    retirement   
system. A retirant may designate an individual or a    trust as a beneficiary. If there is no surviving   
spouse or   designated beneficiary, the payment shall be made to the   retirant's estate.

Application for the payment shall be made on a form provided by the state highway patrol 
retirement board.

A benefit paid under this section shall be treated as life insurance for purposes of this chapter 
and shall be funded solely from contributions made under division (B) of section 5505.15 of the  
Revised Code and any earnings attributable to those contributions.

Sec.  5505.35.     Any person receiving  from the  state  highway    patrol  retirement  system an   
allowance,  pension,  or  benefit  may    authorize  the  system to  make  deductions  therefrom  for  the   
payment of  dues  and other  membership  fees to  any retirement    association  or  other  organization   
composed  primarily  of  retired    state  highway  patrol  employees  or  retired  state  highway  patrol   
employees and their spouses if the association or organization   adopts a resolution approving payment   
by that method and not   fewer than one hundred persons receiving allowances, pensions,   or benefits   
from the system initially authorize the deduction   for payment to the same association or organization.   
The   authorization must be in writing and signed by the person giving   it. The system shall make the   
deductions authorized and pay to    the association or organization the amounts deducted, until the   
authorization  is  revoked  in  writing  by  the  person.  The  system    may  charge  the  association  or   
organization  an  amount  not    exceeding  the  actual  costs  incurred  by  the  system  in  making  the   
deductions. The system shall adopt rules establishing the method   of collecting the amount charged, if   
any.

Sec. 5505.51. A state highway patrol retirement system member who meets the following 
requirements may, at any time prior to applying for a pension retirement under section 5505.16 of the 
Revised Code, elect to participate in the deferred retirement option plan established under section 
5505.50 of the Revised Code: 

(1)(A) The member is younger than fifty-eight years of age. 
(2)(B) The member is eligible to apply for a pension retirement under section 5505.16 of the 

Revised Code, except   that eligibility to apply for   unless the pension is a reduced pension as described 
in under  division (B) of that section does   not make a member eligible to elect to participate in the   
deferred retirement option plan. 

The member shall make the election by filing with the retirement system an election form 
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provided by the system. The election is effective on the  first  day  of  the member files the  election 
form employer's  first  payroll  period  immediately    following  the  board's  receipt  of  the  notice  of   
election.

At the time of making the election to participate in the deferred retirement option plan, the  
member also shall make an election under section 5505.162 of the Revised Code. Except as provided 
in that section, the election under section 5505.162 of the Revised Code is irrevocable from the date 
it is received by the retirement system.

A member  electing  to  participate  in  the  deferred  retirement  option  plan  must  agree  to 
terminate active service in the state highway patrol and begin receiving the member's pension not 
later than the earlier of the member's sixtieth birthday or the date that is eight years after the effective 
date of the election to participate in the plan. If the member refuses or neglects to terminate active 
service in accordance with the agreement, the state highway patrol retirement board shall deem the  
member's service terminated.

A member electing to participate in the deferred retirement option plan is a retirant for the 
purposes of rules adopted by the state highway patrol retirement board.

While participating in the deferred retirement option   plan, a member shall not be considered   
to have elected   retirement under section 5505.16 of the Revised Code.  

Sec. 5505.52. (A) A member who makes an election under section 5505.51 of the Revised 
Code shall continue in the active service of the state highway patrol but shall not earn service credit  
under this chapter for employment after the election's effective date. While the member is in the 
active service of the state highway patrol, the member shall contribute, and the state shall contribute  
and report, to the state highway patrol retirement system in accordance with section 5505.15 of the 
Revised Code.

On  and  after  the  effective  date  of  the  member's  election  to  participate  in  the  deferred 
retirement option plan, the member is ineligible to purchase service credit under this chapter.

Neither the member nor the member's spouse and dependents are eligible for any benefit 
under  section  5505.28  of  the  Revised  Code  while  the  member  is  participating  in  the  deferred 
retirement option plan.

(B)  A member  participating  in  the  deferred  retirement  option  plan  is  eligible  to  vote  in 
elections for the retirant employee     members of the state highway patrol retirement system board, but 
not eligible to vote in elections for the employee retirant     members of the board.

Sec. 5505.59. If a member dies while participating in the deferred retirement option plan, all 
of the following apply: 

(A) The amounts accrued to the member's benefit shall be paid to the member's surviving 
spouse or,  if there is no surviving spouse, the beneficiary designated by the member on a form 
provided by the state highway patrol retirement system. A   member may designate an individual or a   
trust as a beneficiary. If there is no surviving spouse or designated beneficiary, the amounts accrued 
to the member's benefit shall be paid to the member's estate. 

Any payment made under this division to a member's estate shall be made in the form of a 
single lump sum payment. A   surviving spouse or designated beneficiary may select as the   method of   
distribution of the amount accrued to the member under    the plan one of the distribution options   
provided  under  section    401(a)  of  the  "Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1986,"  26  U.S.C.  401(a),    as   




